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Arturo Alfonso Schomburg was a historian, writer, and activist. Schomburg was a Puerto Rican of African and German descent who 
moved to the United States and researched and raised awareness of the great contributions that Afro-Latin Americans and Afro-
Americans have made to society. He was an important intellectual figure in the Harlem Renaissance and raised awareness for the 
African Diaspora. Over the years, he collected literature, art, slave narratives, and other materials of African history, which was 
purchased to become the basis of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, named in his honor, at the New York Public 
Library (NYPL) branch in Harlem. 

Black Robes White Justice is a book written by New York Supreme Court Judge Bruce Wright (1917-2005) published in 1987 that 
details inherent unfairness toward black defendants in the New York criminal justice system particularly constitutional violations in the 
setting of bail. 

Celia Cruz, was a Cuban-American singer of Latin music. She was known for her powerful voice and her rhythm-centric musical style. 
She was the most popular Latin artist of the 20th century, gaining twenty-three gold albums during her career. US President Bill Clinton 
awarded her the National Medal of Arts in 1994. She was renowned internationally as the "Queen of Salsa", "La Guarachera de Cuba", 
as well as The Queen of Latin Music. 

Charlotte E. Ray was born in 1850. She was a Black teacher and the first Black female lawyer in the United States. 

Cheikh Anta Diop, (1923-1986) Senegalese Author, Anthropologist, Physicist, Historian. Documented that revered Greek Philosophers 
studied in Egypt. Diop used historical documentation and science to challenge the assertion that the Ancient Egyptians were not Black 
African people. He studied in Paris, Senegal and Julliard in New York. The University of Dakar in Senegal was renamed after him. He 
is the author of the book “African Origins of Western Civilization” among other books. 

Chester Arthur Burnett, better known as Howlin’ Wolf, was one of blues music's all-time greats, known for his electric guitar-based 
style. Howlin' Wolf was born on June 10, 1910, in West Point, Mississippi. He studied with bluesmen Charley Patton and Sonny Boy 
Williamson before eventually signing with Chicago's Chess Records. An enthralling performer, he had hits like "The Red Rooster" and 
"Moanin' at Midnight." The moniker "Howlin' Wolf" was said to be earned during his childhood, with reports varying on what inspired the 
nickname. He was revered by English rock musicians like Mick Jagger and Eric Clapton, and is in the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Wolf 
died in Hines, Illinois, on January 10, 1976. 

Derrick Bell (1930 to 2011) was a professor of Law at Stanford, Harvard, NYU and a dean at University of Oregon Law School. He was 
known for a concept and paradigm later referred to as Critical Race Theory. In 1990 he took and unpaid leave from Harvard to protest 
the school’s persistent failure to hire black female law professors. He wrote numerous books some of which incorporated social and 
legal issues into fiction. Among his books are the following titles “Race, Racism and America”, “And We Are Not Saved”, “Faces at the 
Bottom of the Well”, “Gospel Choirs”, “Afro antica Legacies”, “Ethical Ambition” 

Dr. Jessie Ernest Wilkins, Jr. (1923-2011) was one of America’s most important mathematicians and physicists. Having completed 
his Ph. D he taught at Tuskegee Institute; worked on the Manhattan Project; worked at what would become General Dynamics; taught 
at Howard University as a Professor of Applied Mathematical Physics where he developed Howard’s Ph. D. program in Mathematics 
and ultimately became Distinguished Professor of Applied Mathematics and Mathematical Physics at Clark Atlanta University 

Dr. José Celso Barbosa (1857–1921) was a Puerto Rican physician, sociologist and political leader. Known as the father of the 
Statehood for Puerto Rico movement. Barbosa was the first Puerto Rican, and one of the first persons of African descent to earn a 
medical degree in the United States. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech during the March on Washington for jobs and freedom in 
1963, in which he called for an end to racism in the United States and called for civil and economic rights. 

Felipe Luciano was born in 1947 in East Harlem, New York City. He is an American poet, community activist, journalist, media 
personality, and politician. He is of Afro-Puerto Rican heritage. Luciano served time in prison for manslaughter in the fatal stabbing of a 
Brooklyn teenager in the early 1960s. Following his release, he attended Queens College and became a member of the Original Last 
Poets (with Gylan Kain and David Nelson). He along with five others co-founded the New York branch of the Young Lords (later called 

http://www.blackpast.org/aah/clark-atlanta-university-1988
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the Young Lords Party in New York), whose legal counsel was a young Jerry Rivers (now known as Geraldo Rivera) and served as its 
chair. The Young Lords as a movement which spread nationally was founded in Chicago by Jose Cha Cha Jimenez who transformed it 
from a gang. It developed because the Puerto Rican community in Chicago was being gentrified. The Young Lords Party in NYC was a 
branch that originated within the Young Lords Movement, and reportedly began as a primarily student political movement that later 
coalesce with several other New York branches of these Young Lords to form the New York Regional Chapter of the movement. Luciano 
later became a radio, television, and print journalist, and won several awards. He is President and founder of Luciano Productions, Inc. 

Frankie Muse Freeman was a trailblazing legal pioneer who enjoyed a decades-long career and achieved many high marks. She 
earned her law degree from Howard University School of Law in 1947. Freeman’s legal career exploded onto the national stage when 
she served as the lead attorney in the Davis vs. St. Louis Housing Authority matter for the NAACP in 1954. The landmark case helped 
to end racial discrimination in public housing. In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed Freeman to the U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights, the first Black woman to serve in that role. Adding to her achievements, Freeman was also the 14th president of the Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority. In 1990, she was named into the National Bar Association’s Hall of Fame. 

Frederick McKinley Jones (1893–1961) was an African-American inventor, entrepreneur, winner of the National Medal of Technology, 
and an inductee of the National Inventors Hall of Fame. Jones became most popular for his invention of the first portable automatic 
refrigeration system for railroad cars and trucks that traveled long distances in 1935. It became beneficial in avoiding spoilage of food 
as well as blood and medicine during World War II. His innovations in refrigeration brought great improvement to the long-haul 
transportation of perishable goods. He eventually co-founded U.S. Thermo Control Company (later the Thermo King 
Corporation).Throughout his life, Jones was awarded 61 patents, in which 40 were for refrigeration equipment, while others were for 
portable X-ray machines, sound equipment, and gasoline engines. 

George Washington Carver was an American botanist and inventor. He became well-known to the public due to his active promotion 
of alternative crops, such as peanuts and sweet potatoes, instead of cotton and methods to prevent soil depletion.  

Gerald Anderson "Jerry" Lawson (1940–2011) was an American electronic engineer, and one of few African-American engineers in 
the video game industry at that time. He is known for his work in designing the Fairchild Channel F video game console as well as 
pioneering the commercial video game cartridge. His groundbreaking technology became the foundation for Atari, Nintendo, and Sega. 

Granville T. Woods (1856-1910) invented the third rail and safety and communication mechanisms for rail systems. Woods’s big 
breakthrough, in the 1880s, was a communication system for railway workers that he referred to as the induction telegraph. Woods was 
especially drawn to the idea of the third rail, which powers trains from underneath rather than from wires overhead. Before Woods, no 
one had figured out a way for it to be powerful enough to propel trains underground. One of his later inventions was an automatic air 
brake, an early version of a so-called dead man’s switch, which slows or stops a train to prevent impact if a conductor is incapacitated. 
His modifications made the subways possible. 

Ida B. Wells is considered by historians to have been the most famous black woman in the United States during her lifetime. As a 
former slave who stood less than five feet tall, she took on structural racism more than half a century. She published her findings in a 
series of fiery editorials in the newspaper she co-owned and edited, The Memphis Free Speech and Headlight. The Journalist, a 
mainstream trade publication that covered the media, named her “The Princess of the Press.” Her articles were often reprinted abroad, 
as well as in the more than 200 black weeklies then in circulation in the United States. She helped to found prominent civil rights 
organizations including the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. After her anti-lynching editorials were 
published, she was run out of the South — her newspaper ransacked. But her commitment to chronicling the experience of African-
Americans in order to demonstrate their humanity remained unflinching. 

Invisible Man, a book written in by Ralph Ellison and published in 1953. The work of existential fiction follows a young black man’s 
odyssey through Americas Social landscape as he determines his seeks to reconcile his identify with the reaction of others to him. 
Despite having won the National Book Award the book was banned by the Randolph County Board of Education in North Carolina as 
having little literary merit. The ban was later lifted after the Board faced ridicule. 

Jackie Robinson was an African American professional baseball second baseman who became the first African American to play in 
Major League Baseball (MLB) in the modern era. Robinson broke the baseball color line when the Brooklyn Dodgers started him at first 
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base on April 15, 1947. When the Dodgers signed Robinson, they heralded the end of racial segregation in professional baseball that 
had relegated black players to the Negro leagues since the 1880s. Robinson was inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame in 1962. 

James Edward West was an African-American scientist who helped develop the microphone (officially known as the Electroacoustic 
Transducer Electret Microphone) while with Bell Laboratories. Ninety percent of mics today are based on this technology. 

Jesse Eugene Russell (born April 26, 1948) is an African American inventor. Trained as an electrical engineer at Tennessee State 
University and Stanford University, and working in the field of wireless communication for over 20 years, Jesse Eugene Russell created 
the concept for the wireless digital phone and communication, while he was working as an engineer at AT&T-Bell Laboratories in 1988. 
He developed the world’s first digital cellular base station and holds the patent to the digital services which many companies of the world 
use today. It was Russell’s ingenuity and creation of the mobile device that made it possible for mobile phones to be handy and affordable 
today. His innovation made it possible for mobile devices to transmit signals between the handsets we use today, and the cell phone 
towers. 

Jessye Norman is a noted African American opera singer and recitalist. A dramatic soprano, Norman is associated in particular with 
the Wagnerian repertoire, and with the roles of Sieglinde, Ariadne, Alceste, and Leonore. Norman has also received the Grammy 
Lifetime Achievement Award, the National Medal of Arts, and is a member of the British Royal Academy of Music. 

Josiah Henson was born into slavery June 15, 1789, in Port Tobacco, Maryland. While still a slave, in 1828, Henson became a preacher 
for the Methodist Episcopal Church and was eventually able to earn the $350 he needed to buy his freedom. His master took the money, 
but then raised the price to $1,000. In 1830 Henson fled to Canada with his family, where he became involved in the Underground 
Railroad, leading nearly 200 slaves to freedom. His autobiography was published in 1849 and was a primary influence for Harriet 
Beecher Stowe's Uncle Tom's Cabin. Henson died on May 5, 1883. On the 100th anniversary of Henson's death, he was commemorated 
with a postage stamp in Canada, making him the first black person in that country to receive the honor. 

Juneteenth, also known as Juneteenth Independence Day or Freedom Day, is an American holiday that commemorates the June 19, 
1865 announcement of the abolition of slavery in the U.S. State of Texas, and more generally the emancipation of enslaved African-
Americans throughout the former Confederacy of the southern United States. 

Kenneth A. Gibson (born May 15, 1932) is an American Democratic Party politician, who was elected in 1970 as the 34th Mayor of 
Newark, New Jersey, the largest city in the state. He was the first African American elected mayor of any major Northeastern United 
States city. He served from 1970 to 1986. 

Lawrence “Larry” Eugene Doby (1923 – 2003) was an American professional baseball player in the Negro leagues and Major League 
Baseball (MLB) who was the second black player to break baseball's color barrier and the first black player in the American League. In 
July 1947—three months after Jackie Robinson made history with the Brooklyn Dodgers—Doby broke the MLB color barrier in the 
American League when he signed a contract to play with Bill Veeck's Cleveland Indians. Doby was the first player to go directly to the 
majors from the Negro leagues. A seven-time All-Star center fielder, Doby and teammate Satchel Paige were the first African-American 
players to win a World Series championship when the Indians took the crown in 1948. He helped the Indians win a franchise-record 111 
games and the AL pennant in 1954, finished second in the AL Most Valuable Player (MVP) award voting and was the AL's RBI leader 
and home run champion. 

Lloyd Albert Quarterman, a chemist, was one of the few African American scientists and technicians to work on the Manhattan Project, 
the top-secret effort to design and build the atomic bomb during World War II. 

Louis Armstrong learned how to play the cornet while living at the Colored Waif's Home for Boys. He earned the nickname "Satchmo" 
which was a shortened version of the moniker "satchel mouth.” Louis Armstrong was born in 1901 in New Orleans, Louisiana. An all-
star virtuoso, he came to prominence in the 1920s, influencing countless musicians with both his daring trumpet style and unique 
vocals. Armstrong's charismatic stage presence impressed not only the jazz world but all of popular music. He recorded several songs 
throughout his career, but he is best known for songs like "Star Dust," "La Vie En Rose" and "What a Wonderful World." Armstrong died 
at his home in Queens, New York, on July 6, 1971. 

http://stage.biography.com/people/louis-armstrong-9188912/videos/louis-armstrong-nicknames-1549891785
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Macon Bolling Allen (1816 –1894) is believed to be both the first African American licensed to practice law and to hold a judicial 
position in the United States. Allen passed the bar exam in Maine in 1844 and became a Massachusetts Justice of the Peace in 1848. 
He moved to South Carolina after the American Civil War to practice law and was elected as a probate court judge in 1874. Following 
the Reconstruction Era, he moved to Washington, D.C., where he worked as an attorney for the Land and Improvement Association. 

Major Taylor set records in his teens and was a world champion at 20. He traveled the globe, racing as far away as Australia, and 
amassed wealth among the greatest of any athlete of his time. Major Taylor was the “Black Cyclone,” at once the LeBron James and 
Jackie Robinson of his time. He was the first African-American world champion in cycling and the second black athlete to win a world 
championship in any sport. In 1899, he shocked the world by winning the one-mile sprint at the world championship in track cycling, the 
second black athlete, after the Canadian bantamweight boxer George Dixon, to win a world title in a recognized sport. Taylor become 
so famous that race organizers eventually moved events to weekdays to accommodate him. He was embraced in France and beat 
every European champion, further sealing his iconic status. 

Maya Angelou published seven autobiographies, three books of essays, several books of poetry, and was credited with a list of plays, 
movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years. She received dozens of awards and more than 50 honorary degrees. Angelou is 
best known for her series of seven autobiographies, which focus on her childhood and early adult experiences. The first, I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings (1969), tells of her life up to the age of 17 and brought her international recognition and acclaim. 

Moses Fleetwood Walker was a professional baseball catcher. A native of Mount Pleasant, Ohio, and a star athlete at Oberlin College 
as well as the University of Michigan, Walker played for semi-professional and minor league baseball clubs before joining the Toledo 
Blue Stockings of the American Association (AA) for the 1884 season. Walker played just one season, 42 games total, for Toledo before 
injuries entailed his release. Walker played in the minor leagues until 1889, and was the last African-American to participate on the 
major league level before Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color line in 1947. After his baseball career, he became a successful 
businessman and inventor. Walker also edited a newspaper, The Equator. 

Nancy Green, a former slave, was employed in the 1890s to promote the Aunt Jemima brand by demonstrating the pancake mix at 
expositions and fairs. She was a popular attraction because of her friendly personality, storytelling skills and warmth. Green signed a 
lifetime contract with the pancake company, and her image was used for packaging and ads. 

Octavia E. Butler is an author known for blending science fiction with African-American spiritualism. Her novels include Patternmaster, 
Kindred, Dawn and Parable of the Sower. Octavia E. Butler was born on June 22, 1947, in Pasadena, California. Her first novel, 
Patternmaster (1976), would ultimately become one of the installments in the four-volume Patternist series. Butler went on to write 
several other novels, including Kindred (1979) as well as Parable of the Sower (1993) and Parable of the Talents (1998), of the Parable 
series. She continued to write and publish until her death on February 24, 2006, in Seattle, Washington. Interestingly, she was dyslexic.  

Onesimus, was a slave. Few details are known about the birth of Onesimus, but it is assumed he was born in Africa in the late 
seventeenth century before eventually landing in Boston. One of a thousand people of African descent living in the Massachusetts 
colony, Onesimus was a gift to the Puritan church minister Cotton Mather from his congregation in 1706. Onesimus told Mather about 
the centuries old tradition of inoculation practiced in Africa. By extracting the material from an infected person and scratching it into the 
skin of an uninfected person, you could deliberately introduce smallpox to the healthy individual making them immune. Onesimus’ 
traditional African practice was used to inoculate American soldiers during the Revolutionary War and introduced the concept of 
inoculation to the United States.  

Oscar Micheaux wrote, directed and produced forty or some films from 1919 to 1948. His films depicted the basic humanity of black 
characters wrestling with issues like racial ambiguity, while at the same time countering the racist tropes in works like D. W. Griffith’s 
“The Birth of a Nation” (1915). Micheaux produced “The Homesteader” which was released 100 years ago. “Body and Soul” (1925), the 
first Paul Robeson film, portrays a corrupt clergyman. The family home in Montclair, N.J., sometimes doubled as a film set. Works like 
“Imitation of Life” (1934) borrowed heavily from the themes that Micheaux had mined for years, and others featured black actors as 
caricatures. He returned to film for one last hurrah in 1948 with “The Betrayal.” It was the first film starring black actors to debut in a 
Broadway theater and was the only one reviewed by The New York Times. 
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Rafael Hernandez was an Afro Puerto Rican songwriter, author of hundreds of popular songs in the Latin American repertoire. He 
specialized in Puerto Rican and Cuban styles such as the canción, bolero and guaracha. Among his most famous compositions are 
"Lamento borincano", "Capullito de alhelí", "Campanitas de cristal", "Cachita", "Silencio", "El cumbanchero" and "Perfume de gardenias". 

Rebecca Lee Crumpler was the first African-American woman to become a physician in the United States. Her publication of A Book 
of Medical Discourses in 1883 was one of the first written by an African American about medicine. 
 
Roger Arliner Young was an American scientist of zoology, biology, and marine biology. She was the first African American woman to 
receive a doctorate degree in zoology. 
 
Romare Bearden is considered one of the most important American artists of the 20th century. Born in North Carolina, he landed in 
New York City and studied with George Grosz. His early paintings were realistic with religious themes. Later, his works depict aspects 
of family culture in a semiabstract collage and Cubist style. He was also a songwriter and designed sets for the Alvin Ailey Company.  
 
Sarah Rector received international attention at the age of eleven when The Kansas City Star in 1913 publicized the headline, “Millions 
to a Negro Girl.” Rector was born to Joseph and Rose Rector on March 3, 1902, in a two-room cabin near Twine, Oklahoma on Muscogee 
Creek Indian allotment land. Both Joseph and Rose had relatives that were slaves of the Creek Indians. The Dawes Allotment Act of 
1907 divided Creek lands among the Creeks and their former slaves. Sarah Rector’s allotment of 160 acres was initially valued at 
$556.50. Rector’s father leased her allotment to the Devonian Oil Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In 1913, however, her fortunes 
changed when wildcat oil driller B.B. Jones produced a “gusher” that brought in 2500 barrels a day. Rector now received an income of 
$300.00 per day. By the time she turned eighteen Rector, who owned stocks and bonds, a boarding house and bakery and the Busy 
Bee Café in Muskogee, Oklahoma, as well as 2,000 acres of prime river bottomland, was a millionaire. When Rector died at age 65 on 
July 22, 1967, her wealth was diminished, but she still had some working oil wells and real estate holdings.  
 
Simon Douglas (1843-1950) was once a slave in Fairfield County, South Carolina, who, after the Civil War, settled in Fairview, New 
Jersey. He lived to be the last Civil War soldier in the state. 
 
The Gullah Islands or Geechee culture on the Sea Islands off of the coasts of Georgia, South Carolina and Florida, have retained 
ethnic traditions from West Africa since the mid-1700s. They are sea islands along the southeastern U.S. coast of Georgia and South 
Carolina. They harbor and retain the collective culture and traditions of West Africa. The name Gullah has come to be the accepted 
name of the islanders in South Carolina, while Geechee refers to the islanders of Georgia. Modern-day researchers designate the region 
stretching from Sandy Island, South Carolina, to Amelia Island, Florida, as the Gullah Coast—the locale of the slave culture that built 
some of the richest plantations in the South. 
 
Wally Amos, African-American entrepreneur, founded the Famous Amos cookie brand. He also worked as a talent agent. He started 
in the mailroom of the William Morris Agency and in 1962 became the first black talent agent in their history. As an agent, he signed 
Simon & Garfunkel and headed the agency's Rock 'n' Roll department. In 1975, he opened the first Famous Amos store. In 1998, 
Keebler purchased the brand, keeping Amos as the spokesperson. 
 
Without Sanctuary: Lynching photography in America is a book presenting photographic and documentary evidence of some of the 
4,442 Black men and women hanged to death, burned to death or tortured to death in the United States with no criminal conviction 
between 1882 and 1968. The book as published in 2005 edited by jams Allen with a forward by Congressman John Lewis. 
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